
Live Beautifully



In Orange County, a seemingly single-
level beach house comes with a twist—a 
basement that’s the heart of the home.

By Nora Burba Trulsson
Photography by Karyn Millet
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In Corona del Mar, California, the newly built, gracious home 
has all the attributes one would want for a house just steps from 
\PM�JMIKP¸I�UWLMZVQ[\�LM[QOV��IV�WXMV��JZMMba�ÆWWZ�XTIV�
and a wall of  windows that slide away to link indoors with the 
XWWT�XI\QW�IVL�SQTTMZ�^QM_[�WN �\PM�8IKQÅK��*]\�\PQ[�IJWLM�PI[�

a feature that few others in the area have. There’s a basement. Not 
R][\�I�JI[MUMV\��ZMITTa��J]\�I�TQOP\�ÅTTML�[WKQIT�[XIKM�\PI\�[MZ^M[�I[�\PM�
heart of  the home.

?Q\P�J]QTLMZ�?QVSM�+][\WU�0WUM[��IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�Ja�/MWٺ�;]UQKP�
IVL�QV\MZQWZ[�PIVLTML�Ja�5QKPIMT�.]TTMV�IVL�7UIZ�-VIVa��\PM�
�� ���[Y]IZM�NWW\��Å^M�JMLZWWU�PW][M�Q[�IV�MV\MZ\IQVMZ¼[�LZMIU�_Q\P�
plenty of  indoor/outdoor space to accommodate parties. The impetus 
for the design, though, came about through local zoning restrictions.

“The client said, ‘build me a home with a basement that doesn’t 
look and feel like a basement,’” Sumich, principal of  San Juan 
+IXQ[\ZIVW�JI[ML�/MWٺ�;]UQKP�,M[QOV�ZMKITT[��¹0M�_IV\ML�I�\_W�
level house, but because of  local height restrictions, we couldn’t build 
up, so we dug down.” 

The lot, where an older house had been torn down, was between the 
neighborhood’s terraced streets that ease down a hillside towards the 
ocean. Sumich placed the home’s main level and front entrance on 
the upper street and used the lower street to create a garage entrance 
and to dig down into the hillside to create the bottom level. In plan, 
the main level includes the open kitchen, dining and great room, 
UI[\MZ�[]Q\M�IVL�\_W�JMLZWWU[��)�KI[Q\I�R][\�Wٺ�\PM�NZWV\�LWWZ�[MZ^M[�
I[�I�PWUM�WٻKM��<PM�TW_MZ�TM^MT�QVKT]LM[�IVW\PMZ�TQ^QVO�ZWWU��OIUM�
area, bar and bedroom that doubles as an exercise room.

“I like to use simple materials and forms to make a bold statement,” 
Sumich says of  the home’s low-slung design and repeated use of  
rough-tumbled Texas limestone, square breeze blocks and glass 
walls. His boldest statement for the house, however, is the lower-
level courtyard and light well, which bring in light from above to the 
entertaining space below. 

Two of  the walls are green walls—vertical gardens—dense with 
a variety of  plants kept alive with a high-tech irrigation system. 
<PM�KW]Z\aIZL�Q\[MTN��IXXWQV\ML�_Q\P�I�_I\MZ�NMI\]ZM�IVL�ÅZM�XQ\��
is accessed from the lower-level living room via frameless window 
walls that pocket to the side, while a sculptural, open-tread outdoor 
staircase leads up to the main level.

“These green walls are really works of  art,” Sumich says. “They add 
so much to the house.”
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<PZW]OPW]\�\PM�PW][M��.]TTMV�IVL�-VIVa��XZQVKQXIT[�WN �.]TTMV�
Enany Design Group in Laguna Beach, also created a work of  art 
\PZW]OP�\PMQZ�[MTMK\QWV�WN �KWTWZ[��N]ZVQ[PQVO[�IVL�ÅVQ[PM[��¹<PQ[�
VMQOPJWZPWWL�PI[�I��!��[���!��[�^QJM�º�.]TTMV�M`XTIQV[��¹?M�_IV\ML�
to honor that, but without doing a midcentury cliché.” 

Another tried-and-true beach house theme the interior designers 
avoided was a “sandy” color palette, instead opting for pale 
backgrounds and deeper, golden hues in the furnishings. Pieces were 
KPW[MV�NWZ�KTI[[QK�TQVM[�IVL�KWUNWZ\��.]TTMV�M`XTIQV[��IVL�U]KP�WN �
the upholstery was done with durable outdoor fabrics to withstand a 
beach-and-pool lifestyle, not to mention entertaining. 

While the green walls are the exterior’s piéce de résistance, the lower 
level bar is the interior’s showstopper. 

¹<PM�JIZ�Q[�QVÆ]MVKML�Ja�I�4WVLWV�VQOP\KT]J�WZ�JW]\QY]M�PW\MT�
TWJJa�JIZ�º�.]TTMV�[Ia[��¹?M�XTIaML�IZW]VL�_Q\P�\PM�KWVKMX\�IVL�
used Claro walnut for the bar, ceilings and walls, and LED lighting 
for accents. I also scattered several small tables and club chairs in the 
space to give people seating options in addition to the bar itself.”
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Other details throughout the home draw the eye, such as an interior’s 
spiral staircase that connects the two levels, illuminated by day with a 
large skylight and, at night, with a blown glass and metal chandelier.  
A hallway connecting the main level’s living areas with bedrooms 
KITTML�NWZ�I�JWWSKI[M��_PQKP�.]TTMV�\]ZVML�QV\W�I�_WZS�WN �IZ\�Ja�
designing book niches, turned 45 degrees, to create an articulated 
wall of  literature. 

7]\[QLM��\PM�UIQV�TM^MT¼[�NZWV\�NIKILM�Q[�IKKMV\ML�Ja�Å`ML�_WWL�
TW]^MZ[�\PI\�ÅT\MZ�TQOP\�IVL�XZW^QLM�XZQ^IKa�NWZ�[\ZMM\�[QLM� 
bedroom windows, a breeze block wall and a sculpture of  stainless 
steel rods that rises out of  the ground, piercing a circular opening  
in the roof  overhang.

Completed and now occupied by a young family, the home is an 
epicenter of  casual living and entertaining, with the lower level being 
a magnet for family and friends. Nonetheless, the residence also 
exudes a sense of  quiet serenity. 

¹1�[\WXXML�Ja�\PM�PW][M�_PMV�Q\�_I[�ÅVQ[PML�º�;]UQKP�[Ia[��¹IVL�
while I was by the green wall, a hummingbird appeared. I have to 
admit, it was magical.” 
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By Sam Micatrotto
Photography by Mark Sacro
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Meet the Top Designers in Orange 
County… the Ones to Watch

W hen it comes to making a house a home, you look to someone 
who you can trust to bring your vision to life. That’s where 
an ICONIC interior designer comes into play. With conta-
gious energy and passion that translates directly into their 
work, a blank slate becomes a masterpiece. Check out the top 

designers who inspire us with the magic that they bring into homes across Orange 
+W]V\a��ZMÆMK\QVO�VW\�WVTa�\PMQZ�\ITMV\�J]\�\PMQZ�LMMX�M`XMZQMVKM�

A good interior designer changes the way a 
space feels, but only the best designers can 
change how a space makes YOU feel. Check 
out who made our curated list for our picks 
of who’s The Best of the Best.
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DYNAMIC DESIGNERS
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in the build of  more than 100 homes along 
the coast of  Southern California. In recent 
aMIZ[�\PM�ÅZU�PI[�[XZMIL�Q\[�_QVO[�WV�UIVa�
occasions and has now designed homes 
in New England, New York, Arizona, 
Washington, Idaho, Mexico and Kuwait as 
well as Southern California.

The duo will continue to follow the princi-
ples and practices that have made them a 
standout in the design industry, no matter 
how large they grow. At their inception, as a 
small company, they were able to adapt and 
meet the needs of  every client, architect and 
builder on every project, and now, through 
all of  their success and changes, they have 
vowed to keep these core values to best serve 
their clients.

MICHAEL FULLEN 
& OMAR ENANY
  FULLEN ENANY DESIGN GROUP, INC

<PM�ÅZU¼[�NZM[P�M[\PM\QK�IVL�M`KT][Q^M�LM[QOV[�
have landed them features in Robb Report, 
HOOM, California Homes, Luxe in addition 
to other reputable publications. Their work 
appeals to luxury homeowners with an appre-
ciation for the distinct designs and high-quality 
furnishings that the team is known for. The 
PWUMW_VMZ�Q[�\PM�ÅZU¼[�\WX�XZQWZQ\a�_PMV�
creating an aesthetically pleasing space that 
caters to their lifestyle and needs, resulting in 
the home they’ve always dreamed of.

.]TTMV�-VIVa�,MM[QOV�/ZW]X��1VK��Q[�LMLQKI\ML�
to outstanding customer service and the rela-
tionships built with the homeowners, architects, 
builders and craftsmen on every project. Their 
unwavering commitment to every project is 
what makes them stand out in the industry.

Founded in 2003 and most recently 
SVW_V�I[�5QKPIMT�.]TTMV�,M[QOV�
Group, Inc. has now rebranded 

I[�.]TTMV�-VIVa�,M[QOV�/ZW]X��QVK��
the latest iteration is the result of  the 
KWTTIJWZI\QWV�WN �5QKPIMT�.]TTMV�IVL�
Omar Enany. Omar has been an integral 
part of  the design team since 2015 and 
5QKPIMT�.]TTMV�[\IZ\ML�\PM�ÅZU�QV�������

Together with their team of  design pro-
fessionals have designed and collaborated 
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